
2017 Preservation Award 

BEST COMMERCIAL 
RENOVATION 

The Historic District Commission awards  
Cup-A-Joe owners Ryan and Brooke Creery,  

architect Reid Highley, builder Charles Woods, 
project manager Basil Yap and building owners 

George Horton and Jim Parker  
the 2017 Preservation Award for Best 

Commercial Renovation for preserving 
and restoring this historic building. 

112 WEST KING STREET 

Presented to 
Cup-A-Joe owners Ryan and Brooke Creery, Reid Highley of CH Architects,  

project builder Charles Woods and project manager Basil Yap of Charles Woods Builder, 

and building owners George Horton and Jim Parker 

The building at 112 W. King St. is a structure built around 1912 that  
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�V���W�R���+�L�O�O�V�E�R�U�R�X�J�K�·�V���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����,�W���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���X�V�H�G���L�Q���P�D�Q�\�� 
capacities over the years and has a great history to tell. The structure is located 
on a lot that was divided from the original master lot, No. 25, of the plan for 
�V�X�U�Y�H�\�R�U���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���&�K�X�U�W�R�Q�·�V�����������D�F�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���O�D�W�H�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���+�L�O�O�V�E�R�U�R�X�J�K. As early 
records from 1768 indicate, Lot 25 was already heavily developed with several 
commercial buildings owned by Scottish and Edenton merchants that predated 
�W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q�·�V���F�K�D�U�W�H�U�����0�H�U�F�K�D�Q�W���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���D�Q�G���G�H�H�G�V���V�K�R�Z���D���S�R�U�W�L�R�Q���R�I���/�R�W���������Z�D�V��
once occupied by the Blue House Inn (built in 1760) and later by the first N.C. 
public treasurer, Memucan Hunt, until 1789. In the 1800s, the master lot was 
sold and divided many times. Subsequent lots were used for a post office, a 
millery store, garden plots, a livery, a drugstore, stables, and eventually the 
building that now houses Cup-A-Joe. Before the coffee shop moved in, the 
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���V�X�F�K���H�Q�G�H�D�Y�R�U�V���D�V���D���O�D�G�L�H�V�·���D�S�S�D�U�H�O���V�W�R�U�H�����D���Y�H�W�H�U�L�Q�D�U�\�� 
office, a real estate office, and a graphic arts and photography studio.   

Cup-A-Joe business owners Ryan and Brooke Creery; their project architect, 
Reid Highley; their builder, Charles Woods; their project manager, Basil Yap; 
and building owners George Horton and Jim Parker spent a significant amount 
of time, effort and money to renovate the existing building. In addition to  
removing and replacing the deteriorating awning fabric on the building front, 
the front entry door and transom windows were preserved and painted, a  
railing was added to the steps in the rear, and exterior light fixtures were  
added. HardiePlank lap siding, a five-panel door, and a full-view storefront 
door were installed in the rear of the building to enclose most of the covered 
deck for use as a kitchen. A full interior renovation was done to remove  
incompatible modern materials that disguised the interior beauty of the  
building and detracted from its historic charm. Asbestos ceiling tiles were  
removed, uncovering the original ceiling, which was repaired and restored. 
Drywall also was removed, uncovering and restoring the original brick walls. 
The flooring was stripped to the ground and redone, and new counters and 
kitchen equipment were added to complete the upfit for a restaurant. The  
result is a thriving local coffee shop that is welcoming and full of vitality and 
historic character.   

The Hillsborough Historic District Commission recognizes the vision and  
efforts by the Creerys, Highley, Woods, Yap, Horton and Parker to preserve 
and restore this wonderful historic building. 


